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Buckingham County  
Board of Supervisors 

Special Called Meeting 
March 31, 2020 

 
At a special called meeting of the Buckingham County Board of Supervisors held on Tuesday, 
March 31, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. in the Peter Francisco Auditorium of the Buckingham County 
Administration Complex, the following members were present:  Harry W. Bryant, Jr., Chairman; 
Don Matthews, Vice Chairman; Donald E. Bryan; T. Jordan Miles, III; Joe N. Chambers, Jr.; and 
Danny R. Allen.  Robert C. Jones was absent.  Also present were Rebecca S. Carter, County 
Administrator; Karl Carter, Asst. County Administrator; and E.M. Wright, Jr., County Attorney. 
 
Re:  Call to Order 
 
Chairman Bryant called the meeting to order. 
 
Re:  Establishment of a Quorum 
 
Chairman Bryant certified that there were six of seven members present and the meeting could 
continue.   
 
Bryant:  This is a special meeting of the Board of Supervisors called by the Chairman.  All 
members of the Board having been served with notice of the meeting as provided by law as well 
as the County Attorney.  The public is present by live audio or video or media platform, namely 
youtube live.  There are six members present.  Mr. Jones is not present.  County Administrator, 
Mrs. Rebecca Carter; Finance Officer/Asst. County Administrator Karl Carter; County Attorney, 
E.M. Wright, Jr.; IT Director, Jamie Shumaker, Emergency Service Coordinator, Cody Davis; 
and Administrative Assistant, Mrs. Jennifer Lann.  Out of respect for the number of people to be 
gathered and social distancing not all of these people are in the room at the same time but are 
available as needed.  We are as best we can observing the meeting size and social distancing.  
Votes will be done by roll call with a showing of hands.  Individual number of votes being 
recorded in the minutes.   
 
Re:  Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Supervisor Chambers gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was said by all who were 
in attendance. 
 
Re:  Purpose of the Special Meeting 
 
Carter:  Our first item of business is to discuss, consider and hopefully take action if appropriate 
on an ordinance providing a method to assure Continuity of Government Operation in this 
COVID-19.  We can probably continue on…while he’s getting these documents for you 
straightened out, let’s go to #3 (C )  
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To discuss, consider, and take action, if appropriate, on a policy pertaining to the fact 
that the COVID-19 pandemic makes it unsafe to assemble in one location a quorum for 
public bodies including the Board of Supervisors, School Board, Planning Commission, 
Board of Zoning Appeals, Board of Equalization and all local and regional boards, 
commissions, committees and authorities created by the BOARD/COUNCIL or to which 
the BOARD/COUNCIL appoints all or a portion of its members (collectively "Public 
Entities" and individually "Public Entity"), or for such Public Entities to conduct 
meetings in accordance with normal practices and procedures. 
 
Carter:  What we are doing here is what we are doing right now.  We are videoing and it’s on 
our website and on our agendas where folks can look at or watch our meeting.  For public 
comment time, we are developing a plan that Karl is getting copies of for you to where people 
will be given an opportunity to either send in questions or comments for public hearing.  With 
that they would state which public hearing they are commenting for and their comments and 
we are limiting it to 500 words or no more than 3 minutes.  They also can email or call in and 
we can put them on the agenda where they can publicly speak to you through the system.  That 
would be limited again to 3 minutes.  They all have to register to do this by noon of the day of 
the meeting.  So we can get it scheduled in.  This is a way you have the opportunity to pretty 
much be legal too with giving the public the pleasure of being able to address the public 
hearings.  The other issue while we are getting the documents, public comments during the 
meeting.  You all have already, the By-Laws have been suspended for anything that we have 
to do differently.  Do you all want us to go through this with allowing the public to have 
public comments at regular meetings now, or do you want to suspend that until we get through 
this emergency declaration. 
 
Chambers:  I think we should suspend it. 
 
Miles:  But we can keep it the electronic way we are talking about, is that what you are talking 
about Mrs. Carter? 
 
Carter:  No, we will not…anytime E.M. can help, he wrote most of this, yall thank him very 
much.  He’s written most of these policies for us.  It will not have public comment for a 
meeting.  Legally you don’t have to.   
 
Chambers:  I think we should suspend it. 
 
Carter:  That would mean that they… 
 
Wright:  Specifically addressing the public comment issue.  Last time you suspended your 
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By-Laws which meant that you temporarily or permanently suspended public comments, let’s 
say temporarily.  In the order of the policy, it could be electronically.  There are some places 
that allowing people to comment a couple of different ways.  One of which (mic cut out 
couldn’t hear) That doesn’t address the public comment period.  Some places are receiving 
public comments by voicemail and by mail and those are being made part of the record.  It’s 
not during the public meeting.  The public has a certain length of time to send an email saying 
these are my comments, same as  voicemail.  The public comment part of it is whether you 
want to suspend your By-Laws as to whether you want to allow public comments per say 
during the meeting.   
 
Chambers:  I still recommend suspend it all.  Don’t have public comment during this period. 
 
Wright:  During the term of the ordinance you will want to suspend public comments of the 
public comment portion of the meeting.    
 
Chambers:  I think we should. 
 
Bryan:  Yes. 
 
Carter:  Just have them for public hearings. 
 
Miles:  So just to be clear, we wouldn’t have the electronic methods, Mrs. Carter, that you 
discussed during a regular meeting.   
 
Carter:  Only for public hearings. 
 
Miles:  I think we should have public comments during meetings.  That’s just my opinion. 
 
Bryant:  Is that going to hold up anybody?  The only public hearings we will have will be for 
tax rates… 
 
Carter:  We have 4 public hearings in April.  We have the VDOT Six Year Plan, the 
reassessment values, budget and then the grant public hearing for CRC for the library.  That 
one probably won’t bring a lot of comment I wouldn’t think. I still  have to get with VDOT to 
see how we are going to handle that because we can’t accommodate them actually coming in 
person.  Maybe 1 if we leave the room but that public hearing has been scheduled.   
 
Matthews:  I have a question.  Would it be possible to set a monitor outside?  Like one of 
these or not? 
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Bryan:  The problem is social distancing. 
 
Wright:  The order yesterday is limiting travel for such things are accepted in the order.  
Attendance of government meetings are not essential.  Also, it also authorizes law 
enforcement (inaudible) to prohibit people from congregating.  If you have a monitor outside 
you are inviting a violation of the Governor’s order.  If they have internet service we are 
working on getting that up to dial a number to participate.   
 
Bryan:  Similar to a Zoom? 
 
Wright:  Yes, Zoom, you have audio or video or combination.  If they don’t have access to the 
internet but do have a phone, they can call in  
 
Miles:  Mr. Chairman, just one last statement on this.  I do think for me for us, we should 
consider during our public meetings it would be advantageous for us to maintain that email, 
public comment and the telephone that’s been talked about by staff.  I know they’ve worked 
hard on these things.  I think it’s important that we keep that at all of our regularly scheduled 
meetings.   
 
Wright:  Mr. Chairman if I might, maybe it will be appropriate for staff to develop a policy for 
public comment and bring it back to you for approval and if it can be done without much 
adverse effect (inaudible) 
 
Bryan:  Mr. Chairman, I believe Supervisor Chambers, I don’t think he put it in a form of a 
motion was to suspend public comment.  My addition to that, Mr. Chambers, if someone 
wants to make a comment, they are certainly welcome to email their representatives.  There 
are seven of us, we all represent the seven districts in this county.  So if somebody wants  to 
make the comment, surely they can make the comment to their supervisor and their supervisor 
can address it at that time or they can answer their question.  Really there isn’t a need for 
people to come in because the Governor’s order says stay at home.   
 
Wright:  If they want to make a comment they can send the comment by email, possibly send 
an audio mail but no way are we encouraging people to come to the building.  Public comment 
can be in some structure to be added to the record.   
 
Matthews:  They can do it by phone too, Donnie.  They can do it by phone or email.   
 
Bryan: I just recommend they contact their Supervisor.  That’s what we are here for.  It would 
open up the communication the citizens and their Supervisor.  
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Miles:  Would it be part of the public record? 
 
Bryan:  If you introduce it to public record then yes. 
 
Chambers:  I think we should take every precaution we can protect our citizens. 
 
Bryant:  We have a motion to suspend the public comment or go with the staff with whatever 
they come up with as far as public comments. 
 
Matthews:  How are we going to notify the public of this, just on our website, are we going to 
advertise this moving forward?  If we suspend it, they still have the capability to contact the 
Board of Supervisors or board member by telephone, they need to know that.  
 
Carter:  We would, like the last meeting we had, we had the policy about how to call into the 
offices, we could put the same thing in the paper of how business will be conducted during the 
emergency declaration.  Either way we will make notification. 
 
Chambers:  I so moved, Mr. Chairman. 
 
Bryant:   We have a motion on the floor, do we have a second? 
 
Bryan:  I second it. 
 
Bryant:  Ok.  All in favor.   
 
Roll Call: 
Chairman Bryant:  Yes 
Vice Chairman Matthews:  Yes 
Bryan:  Yes 
Miles:  Nay 
Chambers:  Yes 
Allen:  Yes 
 
Supervisor Chambers moved, Supervisor Bryan seconded to suspend public comments 
during regular meetings at public comment period for the remainder of the emergency 
declaration.  This motion passed with a roll call vote of 5-1.  Supervisor Miles opposing. 
 
 
  


